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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 
WORDS AND MUSIC BY Jimmy Page and Robert Plant TRANSCRIBED BY Andy Aledort and Jimmy Brown 

*** NEW FORMAT *** 

Bass lines are included in the guitar transcriptions 

I 

Amv Amadd9/G# C/Gv D/F# Fmaj7 GIB Am C Am7 Am7(1ype2> Dsus ~ 

mSfr 11rt'r imr· lffl • m • m n • m 
3 1 11 21 14 111 4 3121 32 1 2 31 32 I 2 14 2 I 3 

D Fmaj7 

• 7f· -~fr 11r· • lffl ii Ii 
32 1 34 1 34 1 231 T3 4 21 3 2 I 23 

C111/D Am C/G AS AmV(type 2) G'II F 

tif " a 3fr Ii 
134 111 134 21 1 13 4 2 11 • 132 

~ Intro (0:00) 

* Slowly q = 72 

AmV 
finx.erstylr 
In ring rhrouJ!.hrmt 

Amadd9/G# D/F# Fmaj7 GIB Am 

1 a,"'"°"'~,, • ~ ~ l • i , ~ .. , 
r r , 

* Tnnpo .~r111lut1lly ;nc r t' flSl 'S throuxhoUT sonµ. 

5 
Am 

5 

9 [ I I 

Amadd9/G# C/G DIF# Fmaj7 GIB Am 

~1 ~ a ~ ~ ~ ·· a , --

...........----f f f ff If f f ff f f f If f f f 'f' f f f l[J t 1r a I 
c D Fmaj7 Am C G D 

9 

I 
9 

2 

I 
3 

I I 
1. There's a 

i II 

When she 

I r r r f ~ r r f 1r r r f; tr f 11 r r r r: r r 1u r 1r 

As heard on Led Zeppelin's Atlantic recording Led Zeppelin IV 
C l 972 Super hype Pubhsh,ng, Inc . (ASCAP). All rrgh1S adm inis tered by ws Music Corp . (ASCAP}. All rights reserved. U$t<I by permission of Warner Sros. Pubt1cat1ons U.S. Inc., Mi ami, FL 3301 4. 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 

gets there she knows if the stores are all closed With a word she can get what she came for 
Am Amadd9/G# C/G 0/F# Fmaj7 GIB Am 

I r r r r f r r f 1r r r r f r r f 1r f r r r r f r 10 ~ ~ u I 
Ooh And she's buying a stairway to heaven There's a 

C D Fmaj7 Am C G D 

sign on the wall but she wants to be sure 'cause you know sometimes words have two meanings In a 

i" r 
O 

f f f f f f f In f f ITf O 1 / f tf f f l f I LJ ,--, 1 I 
tree by the brook there's a songbird who sings Sometimes all of our thoughts are misgiven 

33 
Am Amadd9/G# C/G 0/F# Fmaj7 GIB Am 

s ~ ~ ~ a ~2 ~ •• e ~ --

I rf ff [f ff lt[f ff f [f If ff f ff ff l§f ''nr I 
Am Amadd9/G# C/G 0/F# Fmaj7 _ 

37 • ~ ~ . • ' . ··1 . 
Irr ff ffffdfrlrrffW Uffffl'flrrf fB rrf fUJ I 

[g 1st Bridge (2:14) Ooh it makes me won· 

GIB Am GIB 

(str um ) 

40 

Am7 Am7 type2 Osus; 0 
• Gtrs.1 and 2 
let@ ring •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. , le1@ri11g .. , let@ri11g . ...•.. ... .• •• , 

I D : ' 
Ii 

I I 
• Gtr.2 is elec. 12-string 

der Ooh 

Am? Am7type2 Emv1/0 Dv c11}0 Dv Am7 Am7typeZ Dsus; 

43 
le1@ri11g ........... • ........ . . .... . . . , le1@ri11g ...................... , let@r}~8..\ /e1@ri11 g ••••••••••••••••••••••••.. . , ~~:/!?. 

1 ~ u o , 1 , ~ 1, ~ , f , r r 1r 1, u o , 1 , ~ 1 

it makes me wonder 2. There's a 

0 Am7 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 

[QJ 2nd - 5th Verses 
(2:39) (2.) feeling I get ythen I look to the west and my s~irit is crying for leaving In my 

And a (3:29) (3.) whispered that soon if we all call the tune then the piper will lead us to reason 
(4:19) 4. If there's a bustle in your hedgerow don't be alarmed now It's just a springclean for the May queen 

him (506) 5.Your head is humming and it won't go in case you don't know The piper's calling you· to join 

Gtr.1 c GIB Am c G/B Fmaj7 Am 
(acous. 6-string) 
49 let ring ••••• •• • , let ring •••••• •• , let ring ••• •• • • ••••• ••• ••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• , let ring • • •• , • Th 

. - - - -- - - I - . - . 
I • - - . - - - - - - - -. - . - - .- .-

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Gtr.2 let ring 
(elec. 12-string) 

I • 

. 

Bass 

-- . . . - ft 
. I • ft - - -- . - . - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - .- - .• 

-· .- .- .- .• .- .• . - I 

• I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
(enters on 4tlJ verse) 

,_ ., 
ft ft . 

-,;,,' -,;, r . - = -
I I r v I I 

•Bass ploy s repeat simile (on 5th verse). 

thoughts I have seen rings of smoke through the trees and the voices of those who stand looking 
new day will dawn for those who stand long And the forests will echo with laughter 
Yes there are two paths you can go by but in the long run there's still time to change the road you're on 

Dear lady can you hear the wind blow and did you know Your stairwaylies on the whisperin' wind 

C GIB Am C G/B Fmaj7 Am 
53 let rins . ___ ., let ring. ___ ... ., let ring .................................................. _ ..... ... - - -- .................... ., · Th ,--, , ... , - -· -· -. : .,., .,. 

- - . - - - ,. ,. ,,. 
- - - - - - ft - . I I :,; I :,;11:,; 1 

- - - - - .- - - ft .- ft 
. .,, .,,, ,.,, 

.- .- .· .· - . I - . .. .. 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I v I 

*fr et @ wlthumb 
I 

let ring ,··, ... ~·-, -
ft I ~ - . . - ~ " - - - - - -- - - " - - - .• - ft ft - - . " . · - I I . - - - -

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ) 

- - - . -- - ...... - -· ., --= = - - - . - - -. .· -
I I I Ud bLJ u I I v i 'v' i 

[ID 2nd-4th Bridges (3:06, 3:56, 4:44) 

( h t time) Ooh 

Am7 Am 7<type 2> Dsus ~ 

it makes me wonder 
(3rd time) And it makes me wonder 

D Am7 
Gtr.3 plays Fill I 3rd time 

~ 

I I 
:, :, - -.• :-

~ u 
* fret @ wlthumb 

,, ... , ... ';- -;' ..... .,., 
~ 

= =· - ft ... . -
I ~ I I LJ 

., - - --· . .-
v I I v 

l l ., 2., 3. (211d-4 th verses) 

C G/B 
let ring . ......... ., let ring ........... ., 

. -- . 
I - . - -- - - - - .-. - - .-

LJ I I I I 

. ---------··-------------------, 
let ring • • •• , /erring ••• • • , 

. --- -- - - .- - .· 
.· :- .· -
L..J I I I I 
• doubled by Gtr.3 (12-string elec.) 

- r, - -.:,, = 
v I I 

., rnn ., } ., 

I 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

., ). f n-m 
;~r. l let@ ri11g .•• •. .............. . ••• • • • •••••• , let © ring ••••••••••••.•. . . . . . , 

. let© 
let @ rmg •••••• •• . . ..... •. - - - - - • • • ·, ring ••• 

Bass 

bd d bd..J 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 
(lsllime) Ooh 

0V c11110 0V A Am7 Am7 (type2l Dsus~ 
© 
open 

., p ., p ., ) Ji ) nn ., p ., p 
51············································· let@ ring .. ••• • • ...• ••••• ... .•• .... ••• • .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

.. . .. - .. .. . . . -
" " "' " : " " "' "' "' 7 :: 

" ~ '- " ~ : ~ " '- '- '- ~ .. :: " - - c = D - - - .. 
.· I 

L J I LJ LJ I LJ I LJ ~ --
. 

- - -- I 
: r• - - - . -· . .· .-

b:J I bd r D ~ I v 
< /st timeJit really makes me wonder 
(2nd time) Oh 

(I st time) 3. And it's 

(3rd 1ime) Ahh 

D open Am7 0V CIII/D 0V A 
@ open 

., ). m[T)mn., p., P ., p ., p ., p _., Ji 

63 
let@ ring .. . . • ...... , let@ ring . . .. . . . • • .. .•••••••••••••••• , let© ring •••••••••••••• • ••••••• . , 

.. -
" " 0 ;:: 

" . 

v I 

-
·-· . 

LI 
4 . 

c 
Gtr.1 

66 

: 

I 
Gtr.2 

-.• 
I 

Bass 

-
I 

: 

I 

-.-
I 

Fill I (4:47) 
0 

-. · 
v 

----
I 

: 

- - - -
" " " " = = = " - - - -

I I 

I LJ 

·-, -· 
LJ 

. 

Oh 

GIB 

--
I 

-.-
I 

-
I 

I 

. _, 
·: 

I 

: 

I 

-.• 
I 

-
" ft 

" " . . 
I 

LJ I - =-- -
- - I .. -.. . ·., 
I I r ~ D I 

[!) Interlude (5:31) 

0 
Gtr.3 plays Rhy. Fill 1 
"" . 

II . 
: II . ~ 

Ill . I 

II 

II 

I 
I\ • 

: Ill . 
II . -· - II . I 

II 

II 

I 

- - -r • •r , 

11 .,,, ·-· 
I I 

=-
-- . .-

bd 

= 
ft 

= 
" : 

bJ 
r p - -
LJ 

u 
u 

v 
-· - -.· r • 

.· 

I bd I 

Dsus4 Osus; D Osus4 
Gtrs.1 and 3 (Gtr.3 is 12-string elec.) . . . r . . . . . 

== -· - - -· =· x " ". " . " " "' " . : -· - -
I b:I I 

-· - - -· - - .- .• 

I b:I I 
Rhy. Fill 1 (5:31) 

CID Dsus~ 0 Fi/12 (6:24, 6:28, 6:33, 6:38) 
Gtr.3 (12-string elec.) 

let@ ring .. , let@riug ... • , Gtr.3(elec. 12-string) 
(Am) (G) (F) 

Gtr.5 (6-string elec. w/slide) 

-· 
"' •• 
'-' ... ... .. ... 

•• 
I 

... 
- r • • 
: .-... 
bd 

Osus ~ 0 

.. .... -
b 

.. ,.. -
== .. 
r r .... 
.· .· -bJ 

II 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 
Dsus4 D Cadd9 Cadd9#11 Cadd9 Csus2 Cadd9#11 Cadd9 Dsus2 D 

69 Gtr.3 (Gtr.1 out) .,--, 

--- --------- - ----------

Dsus4 Dsus2 D Dsus4 Dsus2 D Dsus4 D Csus2 Cadd9# 11 Cadd9 G/B Gmaj7/B 
72 . . - -- - . - -. . .. - . - · " • " - .,, II 

& . . .. " x & IX X • ~ 
-.,, -~ II .. . . ... I ~ .. I • ,,, • " I II - .~ IA. - _. " ~ - ·-· -

t::::::: == I v I LJ ....... l l I D 
. . - - -· ~ . . - ·- · .,,. - -

& . . I ... x & IX X• - - - v -.. . . ... I .. I I v -- I~ :; , ... - -· ft ft -· - - - -
= = I v I LJ l l ~ -- bLf 

& I ... . I & II .. .. r r r • - - JI. - - - - ... 7 II - - - - - - I t, - - - - 1- = ~ II 

I bd I bd I I I v 
[QI Guitar Solo (5:54) 

Am C/G Fmaj7 Am C/G 
Rhy. Fig. J ~~\) m n [T) ) 

end Rhy. Fig. J Gtrs. 2 and 3 play Rhy. Fig.I nine times mm JT) 
Gtr.4 (6·string elec. w/disl.) lull 

76 
lull lull J -.~ - ~ • ~ ..;; 

,vv- -· .. 
.J ... - ·-

- '- .:. :_ ·-
;J - - - - - ·- - -.· .· - ~ I ,w 

I I I I I bLJ I I t:.. L--:: ..__ 

Bass 
BaJ·s Fig. 1 end Bass Fig. J 

--- I ·- ·-
ft ft 

,_ . . - ... . . - . ... . . -

r [_J T d L.J L..bd bd..J I I I I Bass plays Bass Fig. J eight times simile (w/improv) 

Eirf WO ltffi§r nnw I 
Fmaj7 Am 

79.___ ~ lull . 
C/G Fmaj7 

Am C/G Fmaj7 
full lull 

r·~ ~- u 82 

. ! ' r or u·r i(tJ r r r r r o· (r r r I 
> 

r ___ o- r r 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 
Am C/G Fmaj7 

r r i1J r i~· r r itJ· r r 1fi· r ir if:tlrr i~· r r i!J· r r iiJ 
~3~ ~3~ ~3~ ~ 3~ ~3~ ~3 ~ ~3 ~ ~3 ~ 

L__ 3 L__ 3___J L__ 3___J L__ 3 ___J L__ 3 ___J L__ 3___J L__ 3___J L__ 3 ___J 

Am C/G full Fmaj7 hold bend 

.. ': ": §,!: -~----~.. a· 1· 'f t 
Ir rrrrr rrrru 1 4 u rrrrrrnrJ I 

'-- 3 --' '-- 3 --' 
L__ 3 L__ 3---~ 

~ 00 ~~ ~ 00 
Gtr.5 plays Fi/12 let ring ______ •• _ •••• _ •••• , Gtr.5 plays Fill 2 

1"{j:l'ffn' 1, { [ j' rr 1'1·rr j' r j' 1i- 1 
3 3 

Fmaj7 Am C/G Fmaj7 

=---¥----· rw~1, r~ t ~ r ~ r r r r I 
91 

1112 1112 

I 
t [j ., r r r 

[HJ Chorus (6:43) 
And as we wind on down the road 
There walks a lady we all 

Am 

94 Gtr. 4 

C/G Fmaj7 

- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-

AmVtype2 Gill 
' Gtrs.2 and 3 

~ ·- ~ ·- .. 
full 

J > > > > 

97 

-- -

Bass 

- - . 
bL.J 
know 
F 

> 

.I[ • 

--

> 

I 

. I , 

-.- . 
· ~ " ,,.. ,u ... -- .- I 

I1fC...Jw 

> > 

• • • .. 
I I 

--·- ·- ·- ·--- ·- -- ·--- • . , .. 
I • I• • • • I• .. .. .. . . 

• 
... - ~ - ~ - - - - - - u u 

L... 3.J '--- 3--J '--- 3--' '--- 3--' '-- 3--' '--3--' • Gtr.2 strums bo1tom two strings until beat 4 of meas. I JO. 
Bass Fig. 2 --- - - ......... • 1 • 

- .- .- . - .- -.. ., . ., 
. .- ... - - . - -

I I I I I I I I bU:J [_J ~ C..J bd 
Our shadows taller than our soul 
Who shines white light and wants to show 

G111 AmVtype2 G111 F 
Gtr. 4 plays Fill 3 second time 

> > > > > > > > > > > > 
, . . , . . , .. .. I , . • ., I• .. .I[ ., • • .. .. .. .I[ • • , . 

• II ,. 
L.J :...J u I I I L.J ==== ==== 

end Bass Fig. 2 ;lsttime ) 
11 

> > > ( /st time) 11 > > > > .. .. :, II ., - ., I I ., . ., ., 
- - . • t'. . .. . - . ,. . . .. - - - - p - - -- - - - - - - -

G iii 

., 

' 
1 1 

' 
., D 

Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 three times 
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STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN Led Zeppelin 

And if you listen very hard The tune will come to you at 
Am v type2 G Ill F • G Ill Am v type2 G 

last When all are one and one is all yeah To be a rock . and not to 

F G III Am v type2 G111 Fmaj7 G III Am v type2 G111 Fmaj7 
Gtrs. 2 and 3 

105 
Gtr.4 plays Fill 3 

. .. ., ., ., ., 

L J ~ 1~ 
Bass 

> > > > .. .. .. - ,>/ . . 
.__ ..... d LJ 

roll 

10?..._ Th . •••••• • ••••••••••• , 

I 

. 

.. -
I I .. I 

I 

LJ L 
> > .. ., 

. . . . -- - - -
bbbd LJ 

. -
" , 
" I • I -

I 

L 
> > .. ~ .. - --LJ 

Am 
Gtr .4 plays Fill 4 
Rhy . Fig.2 . 

"• 
- , . 
" I " ' 
~ "' 

Th . 
• Th. - - ---- - ---- - -- - - - - - --- -- -- - - - -, 

.. 
i I I 7 -,, 7 7 7 ---., 

v I 
• fret @ wlthumb 

L e:: bL. u I,_ v 
> 

_L .. .. .. , 
. ; . ' . .. . . . - - ~ .:; ... :: ---., --., -v. u Ld bU bbbd LJ LJ 

C/G Fmaj7 

Th . • •• • _. __________ • •••• • ______ end Rhy. Fig.~ 
-
"! - I 

- , ·. .,,. ; 
I X I 

= 
T -,, .,,. -,, I I I 

~ 

- -

LJ Lc:J I _J I I L....: L..: u i u L..bd b ...... I 
~ 

- -- - - .- .- - - -,,, . .. . - .- .- .- .- . 
LJ L..___j I I I 

Am C/G 
GIT.4 Gtrs .2 a,id 3 play Rhy. Fig .2 twice 

full full full 

bL..J 

Fmaj7 

fun 

u 
Fill 3 (6:59, 7:04, 7:09, 7:13) 

(F) 
Gtr.4 (6-slring alee.) 

full 

Am 

GIIS.2 and 3) 

full 

riJard 

u 
(Am) 
> > 

-
- - -
t I L..J 

Fmaj7 

IIJII 

LJ 

C/G 

) n) 
full full fun 

(G) 
> > 

i 
II ~ ~ 

LJ 

-
v 

:; - -
- - . a cc . , . . . . - ft 

r I- I I LJ L....d bLJ I I i j 

Am C/G 

full full full full 

LJ LJ 

Fmaj7 
And she's buying a stairway to heaven 

11---11 
full 

Fill 4 (7:25) 

1i~o1~~)[r ill 1
1

[: rf ~j II 


